48         A DIARY OF ST. HELENA
made  some  remark  on  English  seamen.
The Admiral said they were an extraordinary
set  of men-  Bonaparte  answered,  "They
are very good men, but you are too severe
with them." The Admiral replied, the cause
of the strictness was owing to their^prone-
ness to get drunk; very seldom was there
occasion for punishment for any other crime,
and indeed their allowance of spirits was
too great, and he hoped to see it reduced.
When the carriage stopped, Bonaparte leaped
out in a manner that showed he still retained
his activity. He asked Lady Malcolm if she
was fond of flowers. On her replying yes,
he pointed to the brown border, in which
there was not the least appearance of a
plant,  and said,  "Voild our garden." He
then said  to  her:   "Do   you know Lord
Kinnaird?   Where   he   was?   Was   he    a
peer  of Parliament?  How  many  Scotch
peers were not peers of Parliament?" which
last  question  she  could  not answer.  He
appeared for a moment out of humour;
but on her explaining the mode of electing
the sixteen, and that numbers were British
peers, He was well satisfied. Lady Malcolm